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Oifig an Lcfts-Cheaton Foirne <Tacafockt) 

Office ofUk Deputy Chief of Staff (Support) 




f OS May 2010 


Dear Mi Walker, 


l wish io refer io the considerafr ta r^^r^iylfnty inif"'^ fry yor ftftd a ddressed to a 

number of office holders within Defe nce Forces Head gjjarter^pjhc-r ^eiit pasc. 

The death of any member of the Defence Forces is a tragic and regrettable loss and the Defence 
Forces extends their deepest sympathy to the families and friends of Cpl Heneghan, Pte Walsh and 
PtC Armstrong. 

The circumstances surrounding the death of these three sokbers in 1989 was Che subject of an 
extensive inquiry in the immediate period following the fatalities. This inquiry concluded that no 
U NIHIL personnel could be held responsible for the incident. 

The matter was subsequently reinvestigated in 2003 following an RTE documentary. During rhe 
course of this subsequent investigation the families of the deceased coldier? met with the Minister for 
Defence and a review of all the evidence available was conducted. This investigation concluded that 
given the passage of time, the lack of conterapoianeous accounts at the time and the subjective 
nature regarding the question of whether the military commanders should or should not have 
foreseen a situation such as the one which resulted in the death of these three soldiers, that ii was 
difficult to see how any further inquiry could come to an alternative view to that on the initial 
inquiry. 

This was the view arrived at in 2003, some fourteen years after the incident. Save for ne w evidenc e 
bein g uncovered , it is difficult to see how this position would have changed in the intervening years. 
Xstio additional evidence has been brought to light there is no basis for reopening an inquiry which 
concluded with its findings over two decades ago. 


^You are requested to cease your conespondence with Defence Forces Headquarrcnr'* 


Dave ashe 

Major General 
Deputy Chief of Staff (Supf 
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